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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

An Ordinary Time Message from the Rector
This is the time of year when the church goes “green.” The church’s ancient wheel of liturgical time slowly turns
from season to season. We keep track of the seasons with the specific colors associated with each one. In Medieval
times, the colors were the way that most people, who were illiterate, kept track of which liturgical season it was. In
early June, we celebrated the Day of Pentecost with vibrant red vestments and altar hangings (the fabric draped on
the altar and the bands of fabric that hang from the lectern and the pulpit). On Trinity Sunday, we switched to
white, the color of Jesus’s burial garments. Now, we enter into the longest season of the liturgical calendar,
ordinary time, with the color green, representing the new beginnings of the church after Pentecost and also the
promise of new life in the Resurrection. The word “ordinary” does not mean common or mundane. Instead, it is
from the word “ordinal” which means “counted.” We count the Sundays after Pentecost because it is a long stretch
of time that spans several months, concluding with the Feast of Christ the King in the late fall, just before Advent.
If you are with us for the first time, please make yourself comfortable. We look forward to meeting you. If you
would like to learn more about the church, please fill out a card (hanging in each pew), put it in the offering plate
or hand it to an usher or member of the clergy, and we will be in touch. It is our custom to be silent before the
service, so as you take some time to pray, please turn off all electronic devices. All you should need to participate in
the service is found here, in this bulletin and in the blue hymnal in the pew rack. Hearing assist devices are
available from the ushers.
Our ushers are here to help create a welcoming and safe space for worship. Please speak to an usher if you have
questions, need assistance, or become aware of a health or safety concern. Again, welcome.

ORDER OF SERVICE
THE VOLUNTARY

Lied (Song)

THE OPENING HYMN 408

Sing praise to God who reigns above

Louis Vierne (1870–1937)
MIT FREUDEN ZART

All stand and sing.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE KYRIE
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because
it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST LESSON

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–23

All sit.

V

anity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. I, the Teacher, when king over
Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under
heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all
the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. I hated all my toil
in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me — and who
knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all
the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge
and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great
evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? For all their
days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is
vanity.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE PSALTER
The people say the words in bold.

1

Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.

2

My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

3

I will incline my ear to a proverb *
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

4

Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

5

The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, *
and boast of their great riches?

6

We can never ransom ourselves, *
or deliver to God the price of our life;

Psalm 49:1–11
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For the ransom of our life is so great, *
that we should never have enough to pay it,

8

In order to live for ever and ever, *
and never see the grave.

9

For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
though they call the lands after their own names.
11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; *
they are like the beasts that perish.

THE SECOND LESSON

Colossians 3:1–11

I

f you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living
that life. But now you must get rid of all such things — anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with
its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE SEQUENCE HYMN 516

Come down, O Love divine

DOWN AMPNEY

All stand and sing.

THE GOSPEL
Deacon
All

S

Luke 12:13–21

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

omeone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with
me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to
them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.
And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,
be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
All sit.

THE NICENE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Reverend Susan Pinkerton

6

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The people say the words in bold.

We pray for the church, that Christians everywhere may work together as Christ’s hands and feet in the
world. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of this country and all the nations of the world, that their decisions and actions
might reflect God’s purposes. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for the earth, that human greed might not overwhelm the beauty and balance of creation. Lord,
in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for our community, that divisions may cease and that no one feel alone and hopeless. Lord, in
your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for those who suffer, for those in need, and for those in danger, especially for the victims of
violence and those in search of safe haven. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have died, and for those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Celebrant
People

Loving God, accept the prayers of your people, both spoken and unspoken, and strengthen us
to do you will, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All remain standing or kneel.
All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of Christ.

THE WELCOME
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM
THE PRESENTATION HYMN

The Summer Singers
OLD 100TH

All stand and sing.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:

THE SANCTUS

Music:

Land of Rest, arr. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889–1983)

All remain standing or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant
All

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE FRACTION ANTHEM

9

Be known to us, Lord Jesus

Gary James (b. 1957)
The refrain is introduced by the choir, then all repeat. The choir sings the verses, and all join in the refrain.

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.
One body are we, alleluia, for though many, we share one bread. Refrain

Refrain

Copyright 1992, Morningstar Music Publishers.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion at St. John’s.
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the clergy at the communion rail.
If you would like a blessing instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest.
If you would like to receive Healing Prayers, go to the baptismal font at the rear of the nave after receiving Communion.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
All stand or kneel.
Celebrant
All

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The Celebrant gives the blessing and the people respond, Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN 594 God of grace and God of glory

CWM RHONDDA

All stand and sing.

THE DISMISSAL
The minister dismisses the people, and the people respond. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

THE VOLUNTARY Carillon de Longpont

Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

The closing voluntary is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give
thanks for God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. All are invited to say Amen at the end of the Voluntary as a
conclusion to our worship.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
Hymns used by permission of OneLicense, No. A-724992. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm Antiphon from A HymnTune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition ©2007 Carl P. Daw, Jr., and Kevin R. Hackett. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY
Celebrant: The Reverend William J. Eakins
Preacher: The Reverend Susan Pinkerton
Assisting: The Reverend Margie Baker
Deacon: The Reverend Walter McKenney
Layreader: Bess Amamoo
Organist/Choirmaster: Scott Lamlein
Ushers: Philip Chapman, Robert Eikel
Healing Prayers: David Grimaldi
Altar Guild: June Aziz
At Hughes Health and Rehabilitation Center
Layreader: Cindy Lawler
Musician: Helen Hughlett
In your prayers this week, please pray for:
Peace in our world, for those serving our country in the armed services, and for all victims of war and violence.
The parish of Santa Cruz del Norte, our companion parish in Cuba, and Saint Sauveur School, Les Cayes, Haiti.
Séminaire de Théologie d’Église Épiscopale d’Haïti (STEEH), the Episcopal Seminary in Haiti.
Residents of the Caleb Hitchcock Center at Duncaster; the George Beach Apartments, Allen Place, Hartford; and
the Hughes Health and Rehabilitation Center.
Our postulant, Michael Corey, and our missioner in Haiti, Dr. Lucinda Mosher.
All those whose hurts, burdens and fears are unspoken or unknown.
Those in need of healing, help, and comfort:
Jim Evans
Susan
Kim Green
Meg
Carol Grieco
Edward Shaker
Janet Ray
Edith Connolly
Susan Murray
Linda Evans
Brad Babbitt
Sally
Those celebrating birthdays this week:
John Ineson
Samantha Spillman
Thomas Whittemore
Abi Reilly
Claudia Ayer
Conny DeLuca
Allan Anderson
Nazra Ali
Shirley Yeames
William Peelle, Jr.
Janet Willard
Laura Stabile

Michael
Beth
Chris
Mary Byrd
Mary Stoughton
Lynda
Ann Krissinger
Edward Herrick
Erica Bleicher
Samuel Fiske

Those celebrating anniversaries this week:
Jacqueline & Paul Smith
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
Pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia.
In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
Pray for Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. Alban’s, Simsbury; and for the Cathedral’s ministry in
Hartford, the Cathedral Chapter and honorary canons of the Cathedral.
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Give away fresh veggies to our neighbors this morning
If you can, please stay for a short time after the 9 a.m. service to staff our veggie giveaway table in front of the
church. Each week, we offer vegetables from our community garden to neighbors who, because of financial or
mobility limitations, might not otherwise have ready access to fresh produce. It’s a great way to connect with
neighbors and a great family activity — kids are welcome to help!

Sundays in August: St. John’s Summer Singers
Anyone, age 8 and up, is welcome to experience the joy of singing in our choir during the month of August at our 9
a.m. service. This is a great opportunity to see what it is like to sing, without the commitment of a midweek rehearsal.
A core of our regular choir members will be present and singing to help you feel confident and welcome.
Join us on any Sunday during August at 8:15 a.m. in the church for a brief rehearsal to learn the Offertory Anthem
for the day. You can just show up, or contact Scott at music@sjparish.net for details.

How will you get involved this year?
The start of a new program year in September is a great time to join one of the ministries that contribute to
St. John’s mission and vitality. Information, training and ongoing support are provided, so don’t worry if
you don't know what to do — we’ll help you figure it out.
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Serve as an usher - Greet worshippers, hand out bulletins, secure the offertory money, help in case
of emergency.
Serve on the Altar Guild - Set up altar supplies and linens for services; care for vestments, linens
and communion vessels.
Serve as a lay reader - Read the lectionary scriptures at services, serve as chalice bearer for
communion, lead services at Hughes Home.
Play piano at Hughes Home services - Accompany hymns for the congregation at Hughes Home
on Sunday mornings.
Help with children and youth programs - Teach Sunday school, provide child care and tell Bible
stories in the nursery, help with youth group or the Christmas pageant. Detailed instructions,
curricula and supplies are provided — you just have to show up with enthusiasm!
Help with special events, such as the Community Block Party and the Christmas Festival. Right
now, we need help with planning these events. Future newsletters and bulletins will have
information about specific needs as these events draw nearer.
Join the adult or youth choir - Attend Wednesday evening rehearsals, sing on Sunday mornings
and for other services and special events.
Help with Music at the Red Door concerts - Hand out programs and greet concertgoers, help with
post-concert receptions.
Help with community service programs - Cook or serve a meal at the Loaves & Fishes feeding
program, donate materials for Blessing Bags for people in need (small-size toiletries, warm gloves
and socks, non-perishable single-serve snacks), help maintain the community vegetable garden,
staff the neighborhood vegetable giveaway on Sunday mornings, attend a fundraiser for one of our
community partners.
Join the healing prayer team – Pray one-on-one with people who request prayer for themselves or
others during communion on Sunday mornings (at the 10:30 service during the program year, 9:00
service during the summer), participate in occasional team meetings for training and mutual
support.

To learn more about these or other ministries, speak to one of the clergy, contact the parish office, or speak
to the music director (for choir and Music at the Red Door). We’ll publish an updated Ministry Guide in late
August that will include these and other opportunities. There’s something for everyone, and your help is
truly needed! If you’re not sure about a particular ministry, you’re welcome to try it out for a few weeks
before making a commitment.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
A place to discover connections with God and one another
www.sjparish.net
679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, Connecticut 06119
860 523 5201 office@sjparish.net

SUMMER SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
9 a.m. Sunday Holy Eucharist in the church
5 p.m. Sunday Holy Eucharist in the Cloister Garden

STAFF
The Rev. Susan Pinkerton (susan@sjparish.net) ..............................................................................................................Rector
The Rev. Margie Baker (margie@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................................ Curate
Scott Lamlein (scott@sjparish.net) .................................................................................................................. Director of Music
The Rev. Walter McKenney* (walter@sjparish.net) ...................................................................................................... Deacon
The Rev. Hope Eakins* (hope@sjparish.net) .................................................................................................... Priest Associate
The Rev. William J. Eakins* (bill@sjparish.net) ............................................................................................... Priest Associate
Ellen Painter Dollar (ellen@sjparish.net) ............................................................. Parish Manager and Assistant to the Rector
Dwight Latif (dwight@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................................................. Sexton
Peggy O’Toole (peggy@sjparish.net) ...................................................................................................Financial Administrator
Christa Rakich ..................................................................................................................................... Organ Artist-in-Residence
Ralph Valentine ....................................................................................................................Organist and Choirmaster Emeritus
*These positions are non-stipendiary. These clergy give generously of their time and expertise to support St. John’s mission and ministries.

VESTRY
Virginia Van Dyk .............................................................................................................................................................. Warden
Wes Winterbottom ............................................................................................................................................................ Warden
Tim Goetz and John Roche .................................................................................................................................... Co-Treasurers
Ellen Painter Dollar ............................................................................................................................................................. Scribe
2017-19: Geoff Emerick, Andrew Worrell
2018-20: Steve Crocker, Ann Hutchinson, Alex Nelson
2019-21: Ellen Flynn, David Grimaldi, Teresa Lohr

